
It is the voice of BARCLAY DURANT, CEO of the newly-minted
APD, the Alliance for Planetary Defence.

DURANT
Ladies and Gentlemen...Martians exist.

Beat.

One of the SOLDIERS leans down to pick up DITCH's body.

DURANT (CONT'D)
Not the martians of the movies or of
fiction or even of understood non-
fiction.

He stands with the body and walks out through the crowd of
SOLDIERS.

DURANT (CONT'D)
They aren't little green men or
fossilized remains of some new form
of organism: they look like you and
they look like me and they act like
you and me because for one simple
reason:

INT. APD MAIN BUILDING -- NIGHT

BARCLAY DURANT at his podium.

DURANT
They are you and me.

GRAPHIC: Renaissance -4 months

DURANT (CONT'D)
Yes: Humans live on Mars.  Not just
live; but thrive.  They exist there
complete; self-sufficient.  And they
have existed there for quite some
time.

EXT. FEDERATED PLANETS WAR BUFFER ZONE MARS -- NIGHT

The SOLDIER carries DITCH's body to a waiting personnel
carrier. 

DURANT
No one has told you about them before
because it was a matter of national
importance that you not know, for
reasons that I promise will be
explained completely to you later.

INT. APD MAIN BUILDING -- NIGHT

DURANT; at the podium. 
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DURANT
The time has come now, however, to
reveal them to you...to reveal them
to the world; I stand before you
today to reveal them to the world.

MONTAGE

Exterior shots of three major cities: Tokyo, Los Angeles and
Sydney, Australia.

But now: The cities are small vestiges of their once former
glory; small shanty-towns set around the remnants of the
great cities.

As he speaks we show various shots of the cities and the
people and the landscapes.

In some of the shots, DURANT is on a large video screen.

DURANT (V.O.) (CONT'D)
Let me start where we have always
started since it's happening: The
Great Catastrophe.  Many believe
life consists of a few defining
moments; all of us through time share
a defining few, for better or worse:
Hiroshima, D-Day, the Renaissance,
flight, the personal computer, and
The Great Catastrophe, to name but
the most indelible.  In our lives,
there has been no greater uniter of
the world's population than The Great
Catastrophe.  In the time following,
we found disparate groups of people
willing to help others, some of whom
could very well be considered enemies:
North Koreans helping South Koreans;
Chinese helping Japanese; Israelis
and Muslims each helping the other. 
I say this not to point out
differences, but to herald humanness. 
I know the news I've given here today
will come as a surprise...and many
of you will believe you have been
deceived.  But I ask of you now:
understand when we present to you
this thing that we have created;
look upon it, act upon it, but don't
judge it until you realize the scope
and breadth of what we have
accomplished.
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INT. APD MAIN BUILDING CONFERENCE ROOM -- CONTINUOUS

He is in front of the large group of men, two large screens
behind him showing various shots of the colony and the people
in the colony.

DURANT
Ladies...gentlemen...world workers
everywhere...we have come to a
cornerstone of our history...a
milestone in the written history of
the world.

As DURANT continues:

INT. HANGAR -- MORNING

We are at a secret government hangar deep in the Mexican
countryside.

DURANT (O.S.)
Since the Great Catastrophe, there
have been many proposals, hypotheses
and misguided suggestions on permanent
relocation of victims of the Great
Catastrophe...

10,000 immigrants are jostled close together as they move
inexorably towards the other side of the hangar, towards a
pair of large double doors.

DURANT (O.S.) (CONT'D)
I am bold enough to stand before you
today and say: we have found the
way.

The GROUP stops right in front of the doors.

Beat.

A thundering, ground-shaking thunder rolls through the hall
as the large doors are opened.

DURANT (O.S.) (CONT'D)
Since its inception, America, and
now the Federated Colonies, has been
predicated on one simple notion:
When there is no hope, when there is
nowhere to turn, when you have the
facility, the ability to better
yourself, there is but one place on
our known world to which you can
turn: the federated Americas.

A large, rotund woman grasps her baby close as the large
doors open.  The blinding white light drowns out everything 
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but the silhouettes of the soldiers stepping into the hangar
through the large doors.

DURANT (O.S.) (CONT'D)
We have entered a phase of our
existence that will change the way
we view our known existence.  Our
security today has never been more
paramount, our peace-of-mind more
important; we have found a way.

The group of people file out the doors past the soldiers. 
As they exit the hangar and their eyes adjust to the light,
it sets before them: the largest interplanetary conveyance
ever constructed to be launched and flown into space.

DURANT (O.S.) (CONT'D)
For as I speak, the first chosen
pioneers of planetary colonization
are preparing to embark on a journey
that will forever usher in a new era
in human civilization.

The group files into the huge spaceship.
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